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SUBJECT: TRANSFER OF TANKS TO PAKISTAN 
REF: TEHRAN 6233 

1. PROPOSED IRANIAN TRANSFER OF 12 M-47 TANKS TO PAKISTAN 
REPORTED REFTEL RAISES QUESTIONS THAT WE BELIEVE SHOULD BE 
ADDRESSED IN VIEW OF US LEGAL REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO 
THIRD-PARTY TRANSFERS OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND KEEN 
INTEREST BY CONGRESS IN OUR IMPLEMENTATION OF TRANSFER 
PROCEDURES (CONTAINED STATE 252945 OF NOV 15, 1974). KEY 
QUESTION IS WHETHER IRANIAN PERSONNEL WILL CONTINUE TO 
EXERCISE CONTROL OF TANKS IN PAKISTAN OR SIMPLY DELIVER 
THEM AND RETURN TO IRAN. LATTER CASE WOULD CONSTITUTE 
THIRD-PARTY TRANSFER DESPITE INTENT BY GOP TO RETURN TANKS 
TO IRAN. STANDARD TRANSFER ASSURANCES REQUESTED BY USG 
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COVER TRANSFERS BY "SALE, LEASE, RELEASE, ASSIGNMENT, 

LOAN, CONVEYANCE, OR ANY OTHER MEANS’". 

2. WE ARE ALSO CONCERNED ABOUT LENGTH OF TIME THAT TANKS 
WOULD LIKELY REMAIN IN PAKISTAN. IF THEY ARE TO STAY FOR 
EXTENDED PERIOD DURING RETRO-FITTING OF PAKISTANI TANKS 
IN IRAN, WHICH WILL TAKE SEVERAL YEARS TO COMPLETE, IT 
WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO JUSTIFY SUCH STAY AS TRAINING 
EXERCISE. 

3. WE HAVE NO SUBSTANTIVE PROBLEMS WITH CONCEPT OF 12 
IRANIAN M-47 TANKS UNDER OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF GOI 
PERSONNEL BEING USED IN PAKISTAN FOR JOINT TRAINING 
EXERCISE OF NORMAL DURATION. IF TANKS ARE TO BE UNDER 
PAKISTANI CONTROL, DEPARTMENT WILL NEED FULL EXPLANATION 
OF TERMS AND REASONS FOR TRANSFER TO ASSIST IN DECISION 
WHETHER TO APPROVE EXCHANGE. HOWEVER, IT MUST BE ONE 

OR THE OTHER, WITH ALL US LEGAL REQUIREMENTS MET, IN 
ORDER TO AVOID CONTROVERSY HERE. 

4. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S COMMENTS ON 
ABOVE POINTS. INGERSOLL 
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